UNCLASSIFIED A159 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


RELEASED IN FULL 

PAGE 01 CARACA 12477 01 OF 02 2818362 
ACTION ARA-01 
INFO LOG-00 ACDA-17 AID-01 A-01 CA-02 CCO-00 CIAE-00 

CTME-00 C-01 DODE-00 DS-00  EB-01 EUR-01 FBO-01 

HA-09 4H-O01 IMMC-01 INRE-00 INR-01 10-19 LAB-04 

L-03 ADS-00 M-O1 NSAE-00 NSCE-00 o0CS-06 oIC-02 

OMB-01 OPR-01 PA-01 PM-02 PRS-01  P-O1 SCT-03 

SIL-00 SNP-00 SP-00 SR-00 SSC-01 $S-00  STR-17 

TRSE-00 T-01 USIE-00 USSS-00 ASDS-01 RPE-00 /103W 


wocceeen---------- TFB9AA 2818372 /38 
© 2818392 NOV 92 ZFF-4 
FM AMEMBASSY CARACAS 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC NIACT IMMEDIATE 5775 
INFO ARA COLLECTIVE 
USCINCSO QUARRY HEIGHTS PM 
AMEMBASSY MADRID 
USMISSION USUN NEW YORK 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE SECTION 01 OF 02 CARACAS 12477 


E.0.12356: DECL: N/A 

TAGS: MARR, PGOV, ASEC, PHUM, CASC, PREL, VE 

SUBJECT: SITREP NO. 13/ ATTEMPTED COUP IN CARACAS , 
SATURDAY, 28 NOV. AS OF 2:30 P.M. 


REF: CARACAS 12469 (AND PREVIOUS) 


1. EMBASSY SPOKE ABOUT NOON WITH AN FSO'S VENEZUELAN 
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RELATIVE, WHO LIVES NEAR MIRAFLORES PALACE. THAT 
INDIVIDUAL REPORTED HAVING SEEN A HELICOPTER DROPPING A 
BOMB ON MIRAFLORES PALACE: ABOUT 10:00 A.M. A WHITE 
HELICOPTER, BEARING WHAT APPEARED TO BE THE INSIGNIA OF 
THE METROPOLITAN POLICE, FLEW OVER MIRAFLORES AND 
DROPPED A BOMB. AN EXPLOSION FOLLOWED. SHOTS WERE 
FIRED FROM THE GROUND, BUT THE HELICOPTER ESCAPED. THE 
SITUATION, ACCORDING TO THIS WITNESS, CONTINUES 
CONFUSED, BECAUSE OF THE PRESENCE OF SHARP-SHOOTERS, 
COMPLICATED BY THE PRISON UPRISING (RETEN LA CATIA) 
TAKING PLACE NEARBY. 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
REVIEW AUTHORITY: OSCAR J OLSON 
DATE/CASE ID: 19 OCT 2006 200503206 
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2. MINISTER OF INTERIOR (SEPTEL) CONFIRMED TO CHARGE 
THIS MORNING THAT A CIVILIAN HELICOPTER DID FLY OVER THE 
PALACE AND DROPPED AN EXPLOSIVE DEVICE. HE ALSO SAID 
THE SECURITYFORCES WERE SHOOTING BACK AT UNKNOWN SNIPERS 
IN THE AREA. THE MINISTER COMMENTED THAT THE SECURITY 
FORCE RESPONSE WAS PROBABLY EXAGERATED. (SEE CARACAS 
12473) 


3. A LIVE RADIO REPORT AT 10:47 A.M. FROM NEAR 
MIRAFLORES PALACE (REPORTERS ARE UNABLE TO GET TO THE 
PALACE ITSELF, BECAUSE IT IS COMPLETELY SEALED OFF) 
QUOTED A MILITARY COMMANDER AT THE PALACE TO THE EFFECT 
THAT THE CIVIL HELICOPTER WHICH FLEW OVER MIRAFLORES HAD 
BEEN SHOT DOWN BY AN ARMY HELICOPTER AND CRASHED IN THE 
AREA OF "FLORES DE CATIA." AT 12:42 P.M., THE SAME 
RADIO REPORTER SAID THAT THE SAME COMMANDER HAD 
CONFIRMED THAT SOME POLICE PERSONNEL HAD DESERTED AND 
STARTED SHOOTING AT ARMY PERSONNEL. THIS, ALLEGEDLY, 
RESULTED IN THE HEAVY SHOOTING THAT TOOK PLACE IN THE 
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AREA. (FEDERAL DISTRICT GOVERNOR ANTONIO LEDEZMA 
HOWEVER, AT 11:15 A.M. HAD CATEGORICALLY STATED THAT NO 
METROPOLITAN POLICE HAD DESERTED. HE CLAIMED IN ANOTHER 
INTERVIEW, AT 12:25 P.M., THAT THE ONLY HELICOPTER 
TRANSITTING THE AREA WAS ONE CARRYING THE GOVERNOR OF 
CARABOBO STATE.) 


4. AT 12:52, THE COMMANDER OF THE CARACAS METROPOLITAN 
POLICE, IN A LIVE RADIO INTERVIEW, SAID THAT A SPECIALLY 
TRAINED UNIT OF POLICE HAS DESERTED AND JOINED THE 
REBELS, AND HAVE NOT BEEN CAPTURED YET. THE GENERAL 
SAID THAT THE UNIT WAS FORMED TO TAKE ON SPECIAL 
SITUATIONS, LIKE ACTS OF TERRORISM, KIDNAPPING, ETC. HE 
ALSO CONFIRMED THAT LOOTING HAS TAKEN PLACE IN SOME 
AREAS, MOSTLY BY CRIMINAL ELEMENTS. THE COMMANDER SAID 
THAT THE CURFEW WILL TAKE EFFECT TODAY AT 6.00 P.M. 
(LIKE YESTERDAY), AND THAT THE POLICE AND THE NATIONAL 
GUARD WILL BE PATROLLING THE STREETS AS FORESEEN IN THE 
SECURITY PLAN "PLAN AVILA." HE SAID THAT WITHIN 48 
HOURS AUTHORITIES EXPECT THE SITUATION IN CARACAS TO BE 
NORMAL. HE CLAIMED THAT THE SITUATION IN THE REST OF 
THE COUNTRY WAS GENERALLY QUIET AND "NORMAL." 


5. AT ABOUT 11:25 A.M. THE PRESIDENTIAL PRESS 
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SPOKESMAN, ROBERTO GIUSTI, ANNOUNCED ON RADIO AND TV 

THAT THE CABINET THE NIGHT OF NOVEMBER 27 HAD APPROVED A 
PROCESS OF "EXTRA-ORDINARY JUDGEMENT" OF THE MILITARY 
LEADERS OF THE RECENT COUP. HE ADDED THAT THE MINISTER 

OF DEFENSE WILL RELEASE THE DETAILS SHORTLY. HE ALSO 
RE-~AFFIRMED THAT PRESIDENT PEREZ IS WORKING AT HIS OFFICE. 
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6. ACCORDING TO THE RECTOR OF THE CENTRAL UNIVERSITY OF 
CARACAS AS QUOTED BY RADIO NEWS, MINISTRY OF INTERIOR 
OFFICIALS LEFT THE UNIVERSITY AT ABOUT 12:15 P.M. HE 
SAID THE MINISTRY HAD EARLIER PRESENTED LEGAL ORDERS 
ALLOWING THEM TO SEARCH THE UNIVERSITY BECAUSE OF 
"PURPORTED ILLEGAL ACTS." UNIVERSITY AUTHORITIES 
REJECTED THE ALLEGATION AND WILL SHORTLY MEET TO 
CONSIDER THE GOV'S ACTIONS. THERE WAS NO FURTHER 
INFORMATION FROM THE UCV CAMPUS. 


7. AIRPORT SITUATION: EMBASSY FAS REPRESENTATIVE DROVE 
TO MAIQUETIA AIRPORT THIS MORNING, RETURNING AROUND 1:30 
P.M. HE OBSERVED NO PARTICULAR PROBLEMS ON THE AIRPORT 
ROAD, ALTHOUGH THERE WAS HEAVY POLICE PRESENCE IN THE 

AREA OF "CATIA", WHERE A PRISON RIOT IS IN PROGRESS. AT 
THE AIRPORT, HE FOUND THAT AMERICAN AIRLINES AND UNITED 
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E.0.12356: DECL: N/A 
TAGS: MARR, PGOV, ASEC, PHUM, CASC, PREL, VE 
SUBJECT: SITREP NO. 13/ ATTEMPTED COUP IN CARACAS, 


AIRLINES HAD EACH ARRANGED FOR DEPARTURES TODAY OF THE 

FLIGHTS STRANDED YESTERDAY (2 AMERICAN DEPARTURES, ONE 

UNITED). SITUATION AT THE AIRPORT WAS PEACEFUL AND 

UNDER GOV CONTROL, BUT DIFFICULT AND CROWDED, AS LARGE 
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NUMBERS OF PERSONS ATTEMPT TO LEAVE ON AN INADEQUATE 
NUMBER OF FLIGHTS. AMERICAN AND UNITED HAVE CANCELLED 
THEIR ARRIVING FLIGHTS TODAY (SINCE THEY WOULD HAVE 
ARRIVED AFTER THE 6 P.M. CURFEW). THE AIRPORT WILL BE 
VIRTUALLY SHUT DOWN FROM 5 P.M., AT LEAST AS REGARDS 
ARRIVALS. TOMORROW, AMERICAN AND UNITED PLAN TO BRING 
IN THEIR NORMAL A.M. SCHEDULE, AND MAY (DECISION NOT YET 
FINAL) SCHEDULE EXTRA FLIGHTS TO DEAL WITH THE BACKLOG. 
FAA REPRESENTATIVE WILL BE IN TOUCH WITH HIS 
HEADQUARTERS BY TELEPHONE THIS AFTERNOON ABOUT QUESTION 
OF EXTRA FLIGHTS, AND EMBASSY WILL REPORT. MEANWHILE, 
AN EMBASSY ADMIN OFFICER WHO VISITED THE AIRPORT AROUND 
MID-DAY CONFIRMED THAT ALL AMCITS AT THE AIRPORT APPEAR 
TO BE WELL TAKEN CARE OF, AND HOTELS ARE AVAILABLE FOR 
THOSE WHO NEED THEM. 


8. SOME IMPRESSIONS OF THE SITUATION IN THE STREETS, AS 
OF 2:30: TV NEWS HAS SHOWN SOME SCENES OF LOOTED STORES 
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(PHOTOGRAPHED AFTERWARDS, WHEN POLICE OR NATIONAL GUARD 
HAD RESTORED ORDER). IN ALL NEIGHBORHOODS, THERE IS 
PANIC BUYING OF FOODSTUFFS, WITH LONG LINES. BUS AND 
TAXI TRAFFIC, EARLIER NEAR-NORMAL, APPEARS TO HAVE 
DECLINED. TV NEWS HAS SHOWN GROUPS OF PERSONS WHO LEFT 
HOME BY BUS AND ARE NOW APPARENTLY STRANDED IN DOWNTOWN 
AREAS, WITH NO BUSES TO TAKE THEM HOME. 
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